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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 

registration. 
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Description of the setting 
 

Mrs Berry's Montessori Nursery opened in 2001. It is privately owned and runs 
according to Montessori principles. It operates from the ground floor of a detached 
home in the Berry Hill area of Cirencester. Children have access to a fully enclosed 

garden with varying surfaces. The nursery serves a wide area, including the towns 
of Cirencester, Lechlade, Chalford and Malmesbury. It opens for five week days 
during school terms. Sessions start at 9am to 3pm with flexible finish times, 
especially in the summer term for sessional and/or full day care. 

 
The nursery is registered on the Early Years Register and registered to care for a 
maximum of 16 children at any one time, from two to under five years. At present 

there are 39 children attending the nursery, some in part-time places. 
 
There are seven part-time members of staff employed in the nursery, of whom 

three have appropriate early years qualifications at Level 3 or above and including 
staff who are experienced in related fields.  
 

 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Overall the quality of the provision is good. 
 

Mrs Berry's Nursery School is very effective and inclusive for the children in their 
care. Outcomes for children are good following the Montessori ethos of children 
learning through experiential play opportunities. There are highly effective 

partnerships between parents and other settings. Children are extremely happy 
and motivated to learn, they are very independent and have a sense of pride in the 
work they do. The monitoring system in place does not provide a true reflection of 
what happens in practice. 

 
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 
To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 

 
 develop further a process for on-going self-evaluation that covers all aspects 

of welfare and learning.   

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of 

the early years provision 
 

At Mrs Berry's Nursery School all adults are suitable to work with children and 
demonstrate a high level of commitment to promote their safety. Arrangements for 
safeguarding children are carefully managed and understood by those who work 

with the children. The environment, in which children are cared for and educated, 
is safe and supportive. Children are taught how to be safety conscious and show a 
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strong understanding of how to keep themselves safe.  
 
Management and staff working in the setting, have high aspirations for quality 
through ongoing improvement and a clear commitment to equality and diversity. 

The setting is committed to working in partnership with others and takes an active 
role in contacting other groups who are involved in the care of children, which also 
includes childminders. The setting has a highly positive relationship with all groups 

of parents and carers. They are very well informed about all aspects of their 
children's achievement, well-being and development. When asked, parents 
commented that they are extremely happy with the way that Mrs Berry and staff 

teach the children and like the ethos of the nursery which encourages children's 
independence and enjoyment as they learn about nature and the environment.  
 

Mrs Berry and staff make exceptionally good use of resources, including a high 
adult-child ratio, which fully supports the needs of the children. Each child has 
access to exceptionally good quality toys and equipment which cater for their 

individual learning needs. There is an evaluation system in place which has 
identified several areas for improvement and which have improved outcomes for 
children since the last inspection. This includes obtaining a five star rating for 
health and hygiene, but the consistent monitoring of all sections of the nursery 

need attention. There is a good level of expectation from staff to set high 
standards of care and learning for each child and a belief in the setting's success. 
This is observed by all who are involved in the group, motivation is high and all 

children benefit from the enthusiasm staff have for making sure that children 
receive the best attention and support. All staff have an good understanding of the 
Early Years Foundation Stage regulations and requirements. This is supported by 

the progress children make, given their starting points and capabilities.  
 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 
and outcomes for children 
 
The progress children make is outstanding. Their individual progress is consistently 

good and fully monitored by robust observations and planning. This happens 
through the individual attention given to the children where they are able to 
establish a trusting relationship with staff which aids in their learning. The 

remarkable range of resources available to the children gives them the initiative to 
learn through play. Staff constantly record children's achievements which are 
added to their individual learning journals. Detailed evidence shows how well 

children succeed and identifies the next stage in all six areas of learning. Children 
are highly motivated to learn. They are excited at the opportunity to engage in 
activities which support life skills. An example of this is, under close supervision, 

they have the chance to use an electric mixer to make their own birthday cake, 
they are able to access cameras, take photographs and see these printed on a 
digital photo frame which they can turn on for themselves to look at, or to show 
visitors. 

 
Children eagerly learn about art and the close observation of a painting. They look 
at artists such as Renoir and his painting 'The Umbrellas' taking note of the 



Inspection Report: Mrs Berry's Montessori Nursery, 21/03/2011  

 

 

6 
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

characters in action. Children show a very good awareness of themselves in 
relation to their place in the setting and are well equipped with fundamental skills 
they can use to extend their learning. Children know the routine of the day very 
well. They are able to make informed decisions for themselves through the 

provision of interesting and challenging activities. Children are introduced to 
innovative opportunities to learn through play. For example, outside play is more 
than extension to their learning, it is central to their development. Children 

explore, they are inquisitive about nature and the world around them. The 
provision of frogspawn generates questions about their development; supportive 
resources enable children to learn the lifecycle of a frog or toad. Children learn 

that produce from the garden such as apples and rhubarb, with the support of 
staff, can be made into a delicious pudding. Staff have an good understanding of 
the Early Years Foundation Stage regulations and requirements. 

 
The staff and management are highly effective and actively promote equality and 
diversity. They are very proactive in ensuring that all children are well integrated 

into the setting. Time is spent introducing new children into the nursery and with 
several visits parents and children have the opportunity to spend time with the 
other children before they start. Mrs Berry and staff are highly successful in taking 
steps to close identified gaps in children's achievements. This is managed through 

them having exceptional knowledge of each child's backgrounds and needs and 
putting into place a plan of what the children are able to learn and providing 
resources to support this. Children are valued and engage in a range of self-

chosen activities which gives them confidence to play either alongside each other 
or on their own. Through the high standard set by staff in supporting children to 
learn about a healthy lifestyle, they show an excellent understanding of healthy 

eating and make healthy choices at snack time. Children know that cleaning their 
teeth is part of the after lunch routine. They relish the time in the garden sitting on 
logs as they eat their snack of fruit and toast. They thoroughly enjoy their 

vegetarian cooked lunches and display their skill in cleaning tables, sweeping up 
and washing up cups and jugs after lunch. As a result, they are beginning to have 
ownership of their health and well-being. Children show a strong sense of security 

and feel safe within the setting because the high quality adult interaction and 
exemplary organisation of routines helps children to gain an exceptionally strong 
sense of security. 
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

2 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

2 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
2 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

2 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 1 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

1 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

2 

The effectiveness of partnerships 1 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

1 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
2 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 1 
The extent to which children feel safe 1 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 1 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 1 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 1 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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